TO SUBMIT 


Submissions are due always, constantly, so 
submit forever. You can submit in rich text or 
plain text format by CD, Flash Drive, singing 
telegram, carrier pigeon, paper airplane, Fed-Ex, 
Pony Express, or email. Get your submissions 
to omen@hampshire.edu or Rachel Ithen, Box 
1413. 
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war 4s silly as Valentine's day can be, 
ricec chocolates, Hallmark greeting cards, 
that also occasionally 
heteronormative expectations of the 

romantic affection (what a Hampshire 
sentence. Proud of myself for that one.), if you choose to 
look at February 14th as something else, then it doesn't 
have to be so absurd. 

I've always been a little wary of celebrating 
Valentines day, both as a foreveralone and since I've 
been in a relationship, simply because I'm of the opinion 
that love should be expressed on a daily basis, and not 
just on one particular day of the year. However, a little 
extra love here and there can never hurt, so I've lightened 
up a little and realized that I can make Valentine's day 
wonderful if I choose to. I no longer shake my head 
when I walk into CVS and let my eyes fall upon multiple 
shelves filled with chocolate boxes wrapped in red tissue 
paper. I realized one year, hey! I fucking love chocolate! 
Also, as corny as some of it may be, hearts are cute. And 
love can be, too. And you don't need to limit yourself to 
one special someone to celebrate Valentine's day with. 
You can wish your friends and parents and everyone 
else a happy day! Or, you know, you can stick to one 
person! The beauty is, it's up to you! 

What I'm trying to get across is the idea that a 
silly "holiday" made up by a greeting card company to 
make bigger profits for corporations selling chocolate, 
flowers, balloons, etc. doesn't need to be treated as what 
it traditionally has been known as. Don't like chocolate 
like I do? Buy someone a hat if they've been feeling 
spoiled in this year's New England weather and aren't 
prepared for the rare days that are below thirty degrees. 
Swipe someone into Saga. Write happy little notes and 


h appy 


contribute to 


display of 


slip them into the mailboxes of random students you've 
never spoken to before. Or just do something you might 
normally not do very much to make someone's day a 
little brighter. Hold the door open for someone. Pick up 
your goddamn cigarette butt or broken beer bottle so 
the adorable bare feet don't step in anything. You don't 
need to adhere to the "norms" of the day if you don't 
want to! Turn Valentine's day into something lovely! 

Moral of the story: love is fun. Whether it's love 
fora significant other, best friend, acquaintance, stranger, 
pet, parent, sibling, certain campus publication... 

Love is fun! And even if you believe, like me, 
that we shouldn't have to have a day of love, that 365 
days a year should be filled with love, you can't deny 
that sometimes, some people forget that. Some folks 
forget to love. So if they need a little reminder once a 
year, so be it. 

And, as I'm writing this, realizing that 
Valentine's day will have already passed when you 
read this, I can only ask you one favor: treat today as a 
second Valentine's day. In other words, treat today, treat 
this editorial, as an extra little reminder to LOVE. 

The Omen loves you, and I love you. 


Rachel Ithen 
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Rachel Ithen 
Well hello Omen readers! 
Do you like singers? Folk music? Pete Seeger? Aunts and uncles? The movie "A Mighty Wind"? 
= sac ves to any of the above questions, check out this video my uncle made on the Walkabout Clearwater 
_Syerss. Its a group that was founded in the 1980s by Pete Seeger that goes around to various festivals and 
schools and whatnot singing songs about environmental and social justice. 
http://bit.ly/A3tUwW 
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Special Valentines’ 
Week 
Love Horoscopes 


by Greg Larsen 


Scorpio (Oct. 23rd -- Nov. 21st): You will get a little 
carried away while acting out your Salem Witch 
Trial fantasy this week, with the ensuing moral panic 
claiming several lives and the moral integrity of 
your society. But it'll be magical in ways that Goody 
Proctor could only have dreamed of. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22nd -- Dec. 21st): You will find/ 
may have already found a person who is interested 
in things that roughly complement those which you 
are interested in at some point in the future. You will 
do things with them for a while. Things will progress 
in a manner not dissimilar to many other similar 
interactions. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22nd -- Jan. 19th): A strong 
relationship can weather floods, fires, and plagues, 
but before the locusts start showing up and the moon 
turns blood red later on this week, you might want to 
think about breaking it off. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20th -- Feb 18th): Sea stars distend 
their stomachs out of their mouths to surround and 
digest their prey, which primarily consists of mussels, 
clams, and other shellfish. The stars couldn't have 
produced a more apt metaphor for your sex life is this 
coming year. 


Pisces (Feb. 19th -- Mar. 20th): Screw love. You have 
zombies to kill. 


Aries (Mar. 21st -- Apr. 19th): You never really know 
what you have until life takes it away, say the stars. 
You're going to be learning a lot more about your 
heart soon, and in a far more literal sense than you 
might prefer. 
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Taurus (Apr. 20th -- May 20th): This is the year to 
finally declare your love for violent post-holiday 
consumption. Make it a display that the world will 
never forget - that candy’s half-off, and there’s a 
fuckton of it. 


Gemini (May 21st -- Jun. 21st): Something new and 
exciting is in the stars for you, Gemini! Here's hoping 
you share that special someone's balloon fetish! 


Cancer (Jun. 22nd - Jul. 22nd): Maybe Valentine's Day 
wasnt for you this year. Like most Cancers who have 
had a rough patch, you snap at tender feet when they 

disturb you in your sandy hideout. Go have a drink 
with some friends. You don't need anyone. You're a 
strong, independent crab! 


Leo (Jul. 23rd -- Aug. 22nd): You'll really be on fire this 


week, Leo, especially in your sex life. A coordinated, 


well-organized team of Aquarii could probably help get 


your burning passion under control, if you're into that 
sort of thing. 


Virgo (Aug. 23rd -- Sep. 22nd): Your new fling/thing 
is fantastic! You even share the same allergies! The 
circumstances in which you first experience that 
particular fact might get a little uncomfortable, but it'll 
make a great story later on. , 


Libra (Sep. 23rd -- Oct. 22nd): As a Libra, your 
passiveness and aggressiveness are expertly and 
cosmically aligned. Yours will be the breakup to end 
all breakups - your spurned ex shall drown in a sea 
of notes, unclear facial expressions, and soul-rending 
friendly reminders. And victory, of a sort, will be 
yours. Savor it. 
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Shey Omenites - 


You may have noticed we have TWO issues this week- and that we're a little late. 
That's because you sent SO MANY valentines, and have SO MUCH love, we couldn't 
get them all printed in one issue. We've made sure both issues are packed to the brim 
with different valentines, so please pick up one of each issue- or share your issue with 

a friend, new or old, who has the other half. 


Love, 
Fiona andthe Ouca 


